A Service of the Word
Welcome – Psalm 113
Preparation

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
All
and also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
All
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Prayer of Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
Summary of the Law
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Invitation to confession
God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

The president says
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you f rom all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you i n all goodness,
and keep you i n life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

Collect
Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour's blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Readings
Our Old Testament reading is taken from Psalm 77 verses 1 to 20
God’s Mighty Deeds Recalled
1

I cry aloud to God,
aloud to God, that he may hear me.
2
In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;
in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;
my soul refuses to be comforted.
3
I think of God, and I moan;
I meditate, and my spirit faints.
4

You keep my eyelids from closing;
I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
5
I consider the days of old,

and remember the years of long ago.
I commune with my heart in the night;
I meditate and search my spirit:
7
‘Will the Lord spurn for ever,
and never again be favourable?
8
Has his steadfast love ceased for ever?
Are his promises at an end for all time?
9
Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he in anger shut up his compassion?’
10 
And I say, ‘It is my grief
that the right hand of the Most High has changed.’
6

11 

I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD;
I will remember your wonders of old.
12 
I will meditate on all your work,
and muse on your mighty deeds.
13 
Your way, O God, is holy.
What god is so great as our God?
14 
You are the God who works wonders;
you have displayed your might among the peoples.
15 
With your strong arm you redeemed your people,
the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
16 

When the waters saw you, O God,
when the waters saw you, they were afraid;
the very deep trembled.
17 
The clouds poured out water;
the skies thundered;
your arrows flashed on every side.
18 
The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lit up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.
19 
Your way was through the sea,
your path, through the mighty waters;
yet your footprints were unseen.
20 
You led your people like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
All:

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Pause
Our Gospel Reading is taken from Matthew 14:22-33
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All: Glory to you, O Lord
Jesus Walks on the Water
22 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowds. 23
 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24
 but by this time the boat, battered
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25
 And early in the morning

he came walking towards them on the lake. 26
 But when the disciples saw him walking on the
lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27
 But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
28 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29
 He said,
‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards
Jesus. 30
 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31
 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32
 When they got into the boat, the wind
33 
ceased.  And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Talk
A moment to reflect
Testimony
Isaiah 41:10
“do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will
help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”

The Creed
All

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
All
hear our prayer.

And at the end
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Closing prayer
All

We are not people of fear:
we are people of courage.
We are not people who just protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety as well.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people God,
giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it costs
For as long as it takes wherever you call us. Amen

Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference

Conclusion
Blessing
The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All
Amen.

